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absorption of it/man in brahman. The Bhagavadgita advocates the way of devotion 
to Krishna, portrayed as lord of the universe, and makes the most ethical appeal of 
the Hindu scriptures. 

In the second part of the book, the author presents the Christian doctrine. This 
is done substantially in the traditional fashion, redemption being portrayed individual- 
istically, with no attempt to interpret socially the Christian message of redemption. 
Finally the author attempts to set the two religions into relationship in the effort 
to convince his readers that the Christian message contains a more satisfactory 
response to the expressed aspirations of Hinduism than does Hinduism itself. 

A. S. W. 

Hunter, Robert. Why We Fail as Christians. New York: Macmillan, 

1019. xiii+i8opages. $1.60. 

The first portion of this book is devoted to a sympathetic and unusually careful 
study of Tolstoi's religious ideas and his attempt to put them in practice. Tolstoi's 
failure is found to be in his lack of aggressive endeavor to alter social conditions. 
To be a Christian, as he understood Christianity, is impracticable in the existing 
industrial order. The second portion of the book undertakes to show that Jesus 
inculcated communism, that early Christians practiced it, and that the teachers of 
Christianity proclaimed it until a corrupted church gave itself over to the defense of 
private property. "We fail, then, as Christians, because we have abandoned com- 
munism." 

While the author's keen sympathy with the economically oppressed is thoroughly 
wholesome, and his recognition of the need of social reorganization is entirely justified, 
his program will strike the critical reader as singularly doctrinaire. Between the 
simple, untechnical brotherhood of the little groups of early Christians, and the pro- 
posal to communize modern industrial life in its complexity, there is almost nothing 
in common. The early Christians renounced all claims on this world, trusting to 
God to supplant the present evil age by a miraculous catastrophe which should usher 
in the Kingdom of Heaven in its perfection. Hunter's communism would possess all 
the resources of this world. There is no hint, either in the New Testament or in 
Hunter's own exposition, of the appallingly complicated technique necessary to or- 
ganize and maintain universal communism. Moreover, the history of communistic 
experiments furnishes a discouraging verdict. Why identify Christianity with a pe- 
culiarly dubious form of social reconstruction and insist that it fails because it does 

not today espouse that program ? 

G. B. S. 

Kelman, John. The War and Preaching. New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 1010. 216 pages. $1 . 25. 

This is the forty-fifth number in the series of the Lyman Beecher Lectureships 
on Preaching at Yale University. The lecturer is one of the most distinguished in 
the Scottish — and now in the American — pulpit, and enjoyed an intimate and honor- 
able experience in the Great War. There are eight lectures. The first four are con- 
cerned especially with the war and the influence of the struggle upon religious ideas 
and the work of preaching. The second section of the book covers the conception of 
the preacher as expert, statesman, priest, and prophet. It treats these aspects of 
the preacher's work and personality with appreciation. It is in the first part of the 
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lectures that Dr. Kelman brings his particular contribution to the material of homi- 
letics. The first chapter is especially valuable. It is concerned with the reality of 
the work of the preacher. One feels after reading it that the ministry is vital business 
and that the church has not failed to touch life at its center, in spite of all the criticism 
that has been urged against it. In the middle of page 21 is a sentence that seems 
obscure; what does "outwith" mean — or perhaps it is a bungling of the words "out 
of touch with." We have read many an appeal for the validation of preaching at 
the bar of experience; but chapter ii is the best at hand. It is most vital. Then 
come two chapters in which the general influence of the war upon the soldier's creed 
is studied. These interpretations are useful for the preacher who desires to keep his 
message in tune with the thought of his generation. We feel that here is a noble 
preacher appealing for noble preaching. The book is not well unified, although it is 
all worth while. It is a shame not to have an index for such a volume. Even the 
low price for which the book is sold does not warrant binding it in paper; but the 
soft brown tone of the cover is attractive. It keeps up to the high level of the Yale 
lectures. 

O. S. D. 

Edwards, Loren M. The Spectrum of Religion. New York: Methodist 

Book Concern, 1919. 159 pages. $0.75. 

So far as this study of religion is of real value, it is due to the fact that the min- 
ister who wrote it used a large number of replies to questions, 233 in all, which were 
directed to all sorts and conditions of men throughout the country. So he calls the 
product the result of "a pastor's clinic in religion." There are seven chapters, each 
with an attractive title; for example, "The Religion of the Upward Reach," and 
"The Religion of the Burning Heart." One is aware of the preacher all the time in 
the treatment of the material. It is a sane and most attractive picture of religion 
that is given here. One is confident that religion is integral to human nature; that 
Jesus is the most normal expression of religion. This is an excellent book to put 
into the hands of young people who are trying to think through their problems, for 
it is a clear and friendly discussion of its great subject. 

O. S. D. 



